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Re-examining the Refugee Protection and Repatriation: A Case Study of Rwandan Refugees

While the UNHCR and Government of Rwanda have claimed that Rwanda has become peaceful and secure since
the 1994 genocide, the majority of Rwandan refugees have long refused to repatriate. It is argued that promotion
of voluntary repatriation and invocation of the cessation clause of the Rwandan refugees’ status were premature
due to their fear of and trauma associated with the Rwandan Patriotic Front, the current Rwandan Government,
because of its serious human rights record. Using a case study of Rwandan refugees, this package session aims to
critically re-examine the international protection, UNHCR's core mandate, and the repatriation, which has been
considered the most appropriate solution for refugees. With growing numbers of refugees worldwide, it is hoped
that this package session will enhance understanding of the importance of legal protection and the high risk of
forced and premature repatriation.

In the package session, first, Mr. Froduald Ntezilimana, a former Rwandan refugee, will speak about the failure of
protection and repatriation based on his own experience. Since he fled Rwanda following the 1994 genocide, he has
had dreadful and traumatic experiences in Zaire (present DR Congo), Republic of Congo, again in DRC, and Zambia.
Then, Ms. Yonekawa, based on the literature review and field research in several countries, especially in Africa, will
speak about the Rwandan Government’'s motives to have refugees repatriated and the “self-protection” of refugees.
Finally, Ms. Sugiki will discuss about the impact of forced refugee repatriation on political order and stability, as well
as ‘human securities’ from several cases in Africa.

Keynote Speaker :
Froduald Ntezilimana (Representative of Former Rwandan Refugee Committee in Zambia)
“Failure of Forced Repatriation and Protection of Rwandan Refugees”
Presenter 1: Masako Yonekawa (Rikkyo University)
“Rwandan Government’s Motives to Repatriate Refugees and Their ‘Self-Protection™
Presenter 2: Akiko Sugiki (Keio University)
“Repatriation as the Most Preferred Durable Solution for Refugees? Its Impact on ‘Human
Security’ and Durable Peace”
Commentator 1: Koki Abe (Meiji Gakuin University)
Commentator 2: Saul Takahashi (Rikkyo University)
Chairperson: Masanobu Horie (Mukogawa Women'’s University)
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